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Evergreen Landscape Buffer //

As originally proposed in the 1999 Educational & Facilities Master Plan, an evergreen
landscape buffer planting edge shall be incorporated at all campus boundaries that
directly interface with adjacent properties, e.g., all sides of the campus. The intent is that
this buffer includes a dense planting of evergreen trees intended to screen the campus
from adjacent activities, properties, vehicular corridors, and to provide a defined edge
with relation to the neighboring context.
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Courtyards //

Small courtyards are defined as pedestrian-scale outdoor spaces which accommodate
minimum levels of users and are generally found immediately adjacent to buildings.
Small courtyards are typically used for seating and passive use gathering at the entry
and exit routes to buildings. The landscape selections shall emphasize the building entry
points and shall reinforce the individual and unique identity of the adjacent building
discipline.



NEW CAMPUS
ENTRY

NEW MAJOR CAMPUS
DIRECTIONAL SIGN

MOORPARK AVENUE

LOT BB

RLLLCLLLLDLLL

SOUTH BASCOM AVENUE

LASWELL AVENU

Campus Wayfinding and Signage //

Wayfinding is essential in a modern campus environment as it impacts all users of the
College. Functionally, wayfinding means reaching a destination within an acceptable
amount of time and energy. A comprehensive wayfinding program improves traffic
patterns by providing essential information that people need to find the College and
navigate the campus while improving accessibility and public safety. Experientially,

it establishes a relationship with architectural and urban or natural landscapes.
Wayfinding is more than a navigational aid, rather it is a way to market the College’s
resources, evoke a sense of history and character, create pride of place, and improve
the streetscape.

To meet these goals, it is recommended that San José City College College develop a
comprehensive wayfinding program that brings consistency, clarity, and brand identity
to the campus. It is further recommended that the program include both wayfinding and
identification signage and address life safety and accessibility requirements.
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Recommended
Property Acquisition //

As part of the planning process, the surrounding
properties were studied in order to identify potential
acquisitions for future development. The FMP
recommends that the College consider acquiring and
developing properties to the west of the main campus,
along South Bascom Avenue.

SOUTH BASCOM AVENLUE
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Existing Conditions // The existing conditions analysis phase of the planning
process involved studying the existing conditions on

campus in order to identify key planning issues which
the FMP would address. The information was based on
campus tours, meetings, and discussions with SJCC
Leadership and Facilities Committee. The findings are
summarized in a series of graphic plates that illustrate
patterns and characteristics to guide future development.

This section consists of the following elements:

e Existing Campus Plan

e Campus Development History
» Existing Vehicular Circulation
e Existing Parking

* Existing Emergency Access

» Existing Pedestrian Circulation
e Existing Campus Zoning

» Existing Landscape Zoning
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1 Open space between Business Building and MDA
construction site

2 Greenhouse adjacent to Science Complex

3 Outdoor seating and trellis adjacent to Student
Services/Career Center

4 View along East Promenade looking towards
Moorpark/Leigh Avenue pedestrian entry

Existing Campus Plan //

The adjacent graphic illustration of the existing campus
describes all of the existing facilities on campus including
the temporary/portable buildings that are highlighted in
gold, the buildings currently in design/under construction
that are highlighted in brown, and the existing utility trunk
lines that are represented in red.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

* The existing campus has implemented many of the
suggestions from the 7999 Educational & Facilities
Master Plan.

e The Multi-Disciplinary Classrooms and Arts Complex
is currently under construction.

e There is only one portable building, the restroom
building in Lot F.

* The campus is windy with winds blowing from the
North and Northwest. It was suggested that properly
placed additional trees and buildings could help
mitigate the wind.

* The 71999 Educational & Facilities Master Plan called
for the removal of the row buildings and renovation of
the Theater. These projects have not yet occurred.
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Campus Development History //

The campus was first established in 1921 as the San
José Junior College, located in downtown San José.

In 1953, the San José Unified School District began to
oversee the College and relocated the College to its
present site along Moorpark Avenue. The initial campus
facilities were constructed in the 1950s and in 1958 the
name was changed to San José City College.

The adjacent graphic illustrates the decade when all of
the currently existing buildings were built.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

e Some of the oldest buildings on campus are the 100,
200, and 300 wings, Drama & Speech and Theater.
These buildings have not been renovated.

* The gymnasiums are also some of the oldest
buildings. Approximately five years ago a full
assessment was done of these buildings and
renovation costs exceeded 2/3 of the value of
replacement. There was a campus-wide open forum

and the decision was made to replace these buildings.

* There are many newly constructed buildings on
campus.

* The Cosmetology building is an older building that
received a major renovation.

1950s

e 100 Wing

e 200 Wing

e 300 Wing

e Auxiliary Gym

e Drama & Speech Arts

e Field House

* Fine Arts

*  Main Gym (Men’s Gym)
e Theater

1960s
* Business Building

1970s

e Child Development Center
* Handball Courts

* Stadium Press Box

1980s
* Boiler Plant
e General Education Complex

1990s
¢ No new construction

2000s

e Career Technology & Applied Science

e Central Plant

e Cosmetology & Reprographics High Technology
Center

e Library/Learning Resource Center

e Science Complex

e Student Parking Garage

* Student Services/Career Center
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1 1960 SJCC Campus
2 Student Services / Career Center
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Existing Vehicular Circulation //

Vehicular circulation patterns are illustrated on the
adjacent graphic. Campus entry points and major
vehicular circulation routes are shown along with areas
allocated for parking, public transit stops, and existing
stoplights.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

* Visibility and access to the campus is limited and
needs improvement.

e Circulation along one-way Moorpark Avenue is
problematic.

e There is no drop-off along Moorpark Avenue. Visitors
use Lot B as a drop-off and this causes circulation
problems.

e The Leland Avenue entry does not work well; most
people use the east and west entrances to the
campus.

e The drop-off at Leland Avenue does not work well.
This is the entry that first-time visitors to campus use
and it is difficult to navigate.

* The drop-off zone at the Student Services/Career
Center is used for campus police vehicles and is not
available to visitors.

e The bus drop-off zone adjacent to Student Parking
Lot P works well.

There is no internal vehicular connection at the north
side of the campus between Lot T and Lot B.

Turning left out of the campus at the South Bascom/
Kingman Avenue entrance is difficult and there is a
great deal of vehicular and pedestrian conflict.

There is no left turn out of the campus at the Leigh
Avenue entrance. This becomes very dangerous
because drivers desiring to go northbound on Leigh
must first turn right and then cross three lanes of
traffic to make a U-turn and redirect northward.

The closing of Sherman Oaks Drive changed the
traffic patterns more than originally thought.

The loop around the campus, through the
neighborhoods, takes 15 minutes to navigate.

Kingman Avenue does not connect to Leigh Avenue.

Visitors often stop at the High Technology Center
looking for Administration and Student Services.

Planned changes to the 280/880 interchange need to
be studied for effect on campus traffic patterns.

Consider working with the City to allow traffic to exit
Leland Avenue and cross Moorpark Avenue, the 280,
and Parkmoor Avenue. Perhaps there should be a
“pork chop” island at Parkmoor.

Consider working with the Valley Transportation
Authority (VTA) to move bus routes/loading from
Leigh Avenue to Moorpark Avenue.
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1 Moorpark/Leland Avenue entry
2 Leigh Avenue entry and access road
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1 Student Parking Lot P

2 Staff Parking Lot D between 200 and 300 Wings
3 Student Parking Garage

4 Student and Staff Parking Lot S

Existing Parking //

The parking areas are highlighted on the adjacent
graphic and the quantities for each parking lot are
indicated. Based on the projected enrollment forecast of
14,500 students in year 2025 identified in the Educational
Master Plan: 2010-2025 and a target 1:5 ratio, the
number of parking spaces needed is 2,900. This requires
the approximate addition of 800 parking spaces unless
alternative forms of transportation and incentives are
explored.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

* The majority of surface parking is located on the west
side of campus and the Student Parking Garage is
located on the east side of campus.

* Currently the number of parking spaces is close to
evenly split between the two sides of the campus.

e Parking Lot G is dedicated to the Child Development
Center and is not used by the campus.

* Student versus faculty parking spaces requires better
definition, both in terms of signage and wayfinding.

» Parallel parking along Leigh Avenue should be
maintained as much as possible.

e A community/visitor parking area and drop-off is
desired adjacent to a community entry to the arts
precinct.
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Existing Emergency Access //

Emergency access routes are identified on the adjacent
graphic. It is important to note that while these routes can
be altered, they need to be coordinated with the local fire
authorities to assure compliance.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

In general, the emergency access routes overlap with
the main vehicular circulation routes.

The promenade functions primarily as a pedestrian
spine, but doubles as emergency vehicle access.

Entry to the campus from East Kingman Avenue,
Mansfield Drive and Sherman Oaks Drive is for
emergency access only.
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1 Mansfield Drive/Kingman Avenue emergency access
2 South Bascom/Kingman Avenue entry




SJECCD San José City College

i .

8]

8
i

§-

o

L %
: —
E'EHE-'--:-.:--_ e

LOTA
BTAFF PARKING
-

v il -

}
LEIGH AVENUE

| ]  SOUTH BASCOM AVENUE

=

1'*—------- -

=

P |
H 4
e h E E = LOTE er.mem
@ e -fj"umJ_h_ ~~~~~~ :

I-'---.-.-.---..-IHT'F STUDEMT & STAFF

*I.UTE anmem;*‘?”__ _H‘f

| EXI MER! Y
= PRHOPERTY LINE
EXISTING FACILITIES
TEMPORARY FACILITIES
IN DESIGN | UNDER CONSTRUCTION

&
| =
! CAMPLUS ENTRY

- —_ e g ¢ b }.___m
-

| . i 2.
] F T - REXFORD WaY
| Orezr 240 i

MANSFIELD DRIVE

EMERGENCY VEHICLE ROUTE
STOPLIGHTS
@ sToPsicNS

2025 Facilities Master Plan // Updated Fall 2011 // HMC Architects + Joni L. Janecki & Associates 55



SJECCD San José City College

Existing Pedestrian Circulation //

The 1999 Educational & Facilities Master Plan
recommended the construction of a main arching
campus pedestrian walk extending from the corner of
Bascom Avenue and Moorpark Avenue to the corner of
the Leigh Avenue and Moorpark Avenue. The purpose of
the walk was to serve as a key organizing element that
assists in the orientation of campus visitors. Today, the
curved promenade is partially complete; it will be fully
executed once the proposed PE Complex is built and the
existing gym facilities are demolished.

The pedestrian circulation patterns are illustrated on the
adjacent graphic, along with areas of student gathering.
Pedestrian paths from parking lots, drop-offs, and bus
stops are included along with the primary and secondary
routes throughout the campus.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

* Additional and varied outdoor student gathering
spaces are desired.

* A community entry to the campus is desired adjacent
to the arts precinct.

* The sunken area adjacent to the Business Building is
not used much and requires significant improvement.

* There are many wayfinding concerns.

* Better pedestrian connections should be considered
in the following locations: at the Moorpark/Leland
entry, bus stops along Leigh Avenue, and along the
access road south of the Student Parking Garage
(there is no sidewalk here).

* The pedestrian crosswalk and connection from the
Student Parking Garage to the Track and Field is
critical and needs to be maintained.
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1 Pedestrian walkway north of the 300 Wing
2 Pedestrian walkway along the Business Building
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Existing Campus Zoning //

The 1999 Educational & Facilities Master Plan
recommended an overall reorganization of the campus
into consolidated academic and physical education zones
to create a relationship and awareness of each zone. The
adjacent graphic illustrates the functional zoning of the
existing site and facilities and reveals that a fair amount
of the recommended consolidation and realignment has
already occurred. Colors indicate the current assigned
functions of buildings and identify the general zoning of
uses on campus.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

* Most of the instructional functions are housed north
of the main arching pedestrian Promenade or on the
West edge of campus.

e The Physical Education/Athletics facilities are still
decentralized and spread both north and south of the
main arching pedestrian Promenade.

e The High Technology Center (HTC) presents a great
opportunity to increase the presence and visibility of
the College to the community.

/ The original idea for the HTC was for the first
floor to be rented out to a small business
(i.e Kinkos).

/ Part of the HTC is leased space.

e Administration functions are split between the
Business Building, the north General Education
building, and the Student Services/Career Center.
There is a desire to consolidate these functions.

e Services are currently split between the Wing
buildings and the Boiler Plant. The M&O Building
currently in design will consolidate these functions.

* The Handball Courts building is inactive.

* Many functions have moved out of the Wing buildings
into newly constructed buildings. These spaces
should be inactive; however, they are fully occupied.
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1 Career Technology/Applied Science Building
2 Cosmetology Building
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1 West Green
2 Leland Avenue drop-off

Existing Landscape Zoning //

Campuses are defined as much by their landscapes as e Campus vegetation should be improved. Consider
their buildings. The 7999 Educational & Facilities Master native and water conserving plantings that are low
Plan created a framework that both organized buildings in maintenance and water requirements and are
and open spaces. The adjacent graphic illustrates the appropriate to the northern California context.
landscape zoning of the existing site and reveals that a
fair amount of the recommendations have been realized.

e The healthy and mature trees and the memorial trees
should be preserved and protected.

e Campus landscape should be improved to address
natural resources, sustainability, and provide an
educational experience.

The following issues and comments were discussed
during the planning process:

e The perimeter landscape (along Moorpark, Laswell, e The 71999 Educational & Facilities Master Plan goal
and Leigh Avenues), is an incomplete, informal of creating a central campus quad and hardscape
distribution of a mix of evergreen trees placed to student plaza, the “heart of the campus,” has not
create a visual transition to the campus, assist in view been realized and is still a critical desired element.
and noise screening, and link the campus to the large .
scale landscape context. The evergreen buffer has yet
to be conpleted.

Some desire the removal of the redwood trees
and successional replacement with tree species
appropriate to the campus.

e Pedestrian gateways at the corner of Moorpark/Leigh « The community is concerned that the open spaces
Avenue and Moorpark/Bascom Avenue have been seem to invite/allow people after hours. This poses a
constructed.

From the perimeter of the campus the landscape
begins to transition into a series of highly articulated

security concern. The College is reviewing use and
access to the multi-use fields and has requested that
the San José Police Department review.

formal outdoor spaces.
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